Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/19 . CIA-RDP90-00552R000201670040-3

ARTICLE APPEARED
ON PAGE _%.L_

;)\ A Key Senator

Calls on Marcos
To Step Down

Durenberger Cites Lack
of Reform by Manila

By BILL KELLER
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov. 1 — The chair-
man of the Senate Select

el b

é—NoQéﬁiﬁer 1985

:mittee who felt the panel sh
b its custom o insecret.
. ..Committee aides said no members
~raised objections to the tindings in the
report, which included these points:
** @Corrupt economic monopolies bene-
- fiing the Marcos family, its ‘‘cronies”
and senior military commanders have
§o choked the Philippine economy that
".‘gven under the most optimistic pro-
jections’ the economy will not re,
its 1980 economic levels until 1990.

ven then, the majority of rural Fili-

pinos will still be living in poverty, with
.an annual income of less than $160.

.4The military response to the Com-
‘munist insurgency has been ‘‘inept,”

mmittee on1harked by inadequate military spend-

man of the Senate Select Committee on .
¢ ing, poor logistics and medical care
Intelligence said toda t “Hdnd “an increasingly corrupt and po-

L el S

!reorm should s L
| ~The Senator, Dave Dusenberger, Re- -

| publican of Minnesota, spoke at a news
" conference called to issue a committee
staff report on the worsening econom-
ic, military and political situation in
the Philippines.

The committee qeport made public

the New People’s Army, the military
arm of the Philippine Communist
Party, and predicted that the Philip-
pines had less than three years to make
fundamental changes before civil un-
rest and the Communist insurgency

-"qThe Marcos Government *‘has done
nothing effective to arrest the sharp de-
oline in popular support since the
- Aquino assassination or to groom a suc-
-dessor.’’ The reference was to the slay-
ing in 1983 of the opposition leader
‘Beénigno S. Aquino Jr.

‘vGThe New People’s Army has ex-
panded from a few thousand armed

today cited the growing momentum of ‘ghterrillas in 1980 to more than 15,000

regulars and a similar number of
armed, part-time irregulars and ‘‘now
poses a credible threat to the survival

of the Philippine Government.”
> Possible Ties to Moscow

°The report said that while the New
?eople's Army still relied on captured

»

present”’ for a sudden development of

(tles to the Soviet Union.

The report said there was “no con-
vincing evidence” Moscow had pro-
vided money to the Philippine Commue.i
nist Party. But it said that front groupsi

of the Philippine Communists had re-
ceived ‘‘some external funding” from
leftist, Social Democratic organiza-
tions, particularly in Europe, and that
Moscow had mmade indirect contacts

through the Soviet-controlled World
'Federation of Trade Unions.
The report cited several ‘‘hopeful

elements” in the Philippines, including
the influence of the Roman Catholic
Church; a group of junior military offi-
cers who are more professional than
{.,heir ;‘:ormp * supie;iors, and efforts

y moderate opposition groups to-or-
ganize behind a candidate to succeed
Mr. Marcos.

bring down the Government., . Weapons and money extorted: f
Change Called ‘Very Unlikely’ local businesses, -‘tte ingredients or
Despite American pressure for re-; '
forms, the report concluded, a change|
of course by Mr. Marcos ‘“‘is very un-|
likely, and there is serious doubt:
whether the Marcos regime still has:
the administrative and political capa-;
bility to initiate reforms even if it were
so inclined.” ‘
‘| Although the staff report made no
recommendations, Mr. Durenberger
told reporters, *‘I am hopeful that Mar-.
cos will step aside, and, as he does, in-
stitute the process” of setting up fair
elections.

‘ Visits and Classified Briefings

Mr. Durenberger aiso dismissed Mr.
Marcos’s prediction in an interview
Thursday with The New York Times
that the Philippine military would de-
feat the guerrillas within a year, Mr.
Durenberger said Mr. Marcos’s san-
guine view of the Communist insur-
gency “‘flies in the face of reality.”

The 41-page rt by a staff team
bas :
classifi briefin by intelligence

agencies, was issued over objections ot
Some mem of the intelligence com-

Some Reagan Administration offi-
cials and supporters in Congress have
indicated in private that they believe it
is time for Mr. Marcos to quit, an-
nounce prompt elections to put in place
a popular government and begin brac-
ing the country against the_ growing:
Communist insurgency.

But officials have shied away from

: making such statements in public, or,

apparently, to Mr. Marcos himself.
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